Aliceville – New Westminster’s Second Seaside Resort
Researched and written by: Ralph Drew, Belcarra, BC, July 2021.
Once the location of the capital for the new ‘Colony of British Columbia’ was decided,
Colonel Richard Clement Moody, RE, worried that an invading American army could
blockade the Fraser River and cut-off supplies to ‘Queenborough’ ― the original name
spelling for the new settlement later known as ‘New Westminster’. As a consequence,
early in 1859 Colonel Moody initiated construction of a “military trail” from the Royal
Engineers’ Camp (‘Sapperton’) extending “due north” to Burrard Inlet. (1)(2)
The ‘North Road’ was the first “road” built in the new ‘Colony of British Columbia’ and
the first land access extending northward to ice-free Burrard Inlet. (3) The ‘North Road’
was completed in January 1860, and in Spring 1861 the ‘British Columbian’ newspaper
reported that Burrard Inlet was “becoming quite a resort for pleasure seekers”. (4)
The opening-up of the ‘North Road’ trail spurred land purchases along its route,
especially by the company of road contractors, all but one of whom bought lots in the
vicinity. (5) Andrew Hardie was granted Pre-emption Claim No.1 (160 acres) on January
19th, 1860, (6) located on Burrard Inlet on the east side of the North Road “military trail”
around the same time that the trail reached the inlet. This parcel later became District
Lot 26 (Crown Grant No.1391, 120 acres) issued to John Alfred Webster on March 27th,
1874. (7)
William Holmes was granted a ‘Pre-emption Record’ on January 27th, 1860, for the
narrow strip of land located between ‘North Road’ and the Naval Reserve located on the
west side of ‘North Road’. (6) The Certificates of Title (No.4 & No.8) for 68 & 40 acres
“on west side at the termination of North Road to Port Moody, Burrard Inlet” dated
March 22nd, 1860, signed by Colonel R. C. Moody, Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works, are shown on the following pages. (8) These parcels (108 acres) subsequently
became part of District Lot 31 (131 acres) Crown Grant on September 9th, 1861, with
frontage on Burrard Inlet. District Lot 31 was sold to John Johnston circa 1880.
In the late 1860s, Governor Seymour had the rough “military road” improved so that it
could be used by sleighs during winter. Unfortunately, ‘North Road’ was subsequently
allowed to deteriorate until it became impassible in the 1870s. Port Moody’s isolation
and the state of the ‘North Road’ after 1869 was related by John Murray, Jr., son of
Lance-Corporal John Murray, RE, to City of Vancouver Archivist Major J.S. Matthews, in
July 1934: (9)
“After the capital of B.C. was moved to Victoria in 1869, the ‘North Road’ deteriorated into
nothing more than a trail for Indians; a track you could not get a horse over, because all the
bridges put-up by the Royal Engineers on the North Road had been burned-out. [Note: a
great bush fire ran through this area in 1864.] There was no way in which a horse could be
got to the Burrard Inlet end of the North Road until 1881. During Governor Seymour’s
residence on the Mainland [1864‒1869], he kept the North Road open for the purpose of
conveying the mails when the Fraser River was frozen-over; he made the North Road into
a sleigh road, but after he left [in 1869], it went wild again, so that’s when we [John’s father,
Lance Corporal John Murray, RE, and the survey party] came on the scow [to Port Moody]
in March 1882 … there was no direct trail that I ever heard of from Sapperton to the present
site of Port Moody.” – John Murray, Junior; son of Lance-Corporal John Murray, RE.
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Source: Royal British Columbia Museum and Archives (RBCMA File GR-0112, Vol. 91, File 1).

Andrew Hardie — Pre-Emption Claim (No. 1) 160 acres “situated at the extreme
end of North Road from the Military Camp to Burrard Inlet to the eastward
of said road on the borders of the Inlet” dated January 19th, 1860
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Source: Burnaby Village Museum (Accession Code: BV997.50.6, 1997_0050_0006_001).

William Holmes — Certificate of Title (Lot 1, 40 ac) “on west side at the termination of North Road to Port Moody,
Burrard Inlet” dated March 22nd, 1860, signed by Col. R. C. Moody, Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works.
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Source: Burnaby Village Museum (Accession Code: BV997.50.7, 1997_0050_0007_001).

William Holmes — Certificate of Title (Lot 2, 68 ac) “on west side of North Road to Port Moody,
Burrard Inlet, shown on the plan as Lot 2, Group 1” dated March 10th, 1860.
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New Brighton
The ‘Douglas Road’ was rough cut through the forest in 1865 and connected the area
then known as ‘Hastings’ with ‘New Westminster’. (10)(11) Oliver Hocking and his partner
Houston erected a hotel at this beauty spot, and called it ‘New Brighton’. (‘Brighton’, the
name of a popular English seaside town, was likely given to the area due to the
beachside hotels that sprang-up next to the customs house — hotels that catered to the
well-to-do of ‘New Westminster’.) Only four months after the ‘Douglas Road’ was
opened, the ‘British Columbian’ newspaper reported: (12)
“Our outer harbour [Burrard Inlet] is rapidly rising in importance as well as attractiveness.
Messrs. Hocking and Houston are shrewd enough to see that ‘Brighton’ will soon be a
favorite resort for pleasure seekers, and they are making such improvements as will add
to the natural attractiveness of the place. Pleasure boats are being provided, additions to
the ‘Brighton Hotel’ are going-up, beautiful grounds and picturesque walks are being laidout and it is rapidly assuming the appearance of a fashionable watering-place. Even now
it is almost daily visited by pleasure seekers. Amongst others, His Excellency the
Governor, rode over this week and honored the ‘Brighton Hotel’ with a call, and appeared
to take much interest in the improvements going forward and in contemplation. We look
forward with great hopefulness to all this.” – British Columbian, 12 August 1865.

Burnaby historian George Green (1872–1955) (13) provides commentary regarding the
new seaside resort area of ‘New Brighton’ including the following quotation from Charles
G. Major of New Westminster: (14)
"It remained for many years the favorite resort of the ‘young bloods’ of the city [New
Westminster]. While the natural attractions were many, it is possible that the pure water
there was not the only liquid refreshment imbibed by these ‘young bloods’…”

North Road
On October 4th, 1879, an order-in-council by the ‘Dominion Government of Canada’
announced that ‘Port Moody’ would be the western terminus of the transcontinental
railway. (15) In no time at all, the land along the waterfront east of ‘North Road’ was in
the hands of speculators. At first no more than a cluster of tents, ‘Port Moody’ began to
grow, spurred on by several previous land grants made to some of the Royal Engineers.
By 1880, lots were being created and sold. (16)(17)
By January 1881, an editorial appeared in the ‘Mainland Guardian’ newspaper
regarding the need for a road from New Westminster to Port Moody. (18) In February
1881, the ‘Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works’ (William Smithe) was petitioned to
construct a road from New Westminster to Port Moody. (19) In December 1881, another
editorial appeared in the ‘Mainland Guardian’ advocating for an upgrade of ‘North
Road’. (20)
In March 1882, former Lance-Corporal John Murray, RE, and a survey party arrived at
‘Port Moody’ by scow from New Westminster and began to survey the ‘Port Moody
Townsite’ as earlier requested by James Clarke and John Murray, Sr. (15)
On Thursday, March 23rd, 1882, a meeting was held in New Westminster “to discuss the
Port Moody Road question”. (21) It was stated at the meeting that because of the railway
construction “it is of the highest importance that a wagon road be built connecting this
city [New Westminster] and Port Moody”. The meeting discussed various means to fund
construction of the road including a request for a local government grant.
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In May 1882, it was decided to expend $1,500 of the $4,000 granted by the local
government (New Westminster) on ‘North Road’ between the city and Port Moody. (22)
However, the road was in desperate need of repair and there were complaints that the
sum allocated was totally insufficient. Later that same month, the Provincial
Government MPP for ‘New Westminster District’ advised that the Government Agent for
the district would be instructed to have the road immediately repaired. (23)(24) That June,
it was reported that work on ‘North Road’ (a.k.a. ‘Port Moody Road’) was progressing
satisfactorily. (25)
In July 1882, the Provincial Government committed to contribute $2.00 for every $1.00
“raised by private subscription” for the improvement of ‘North Road’. A donors sign-up
list was circulated which indicated that around $3,000 was available. (26)
In September 1882, the Provincial Government employed a surveyor ― Hargreaves ―
to survey a new road (a.k.a. ‘Clarke’s Trail’) from ‘North Road’ to the Port Moody
Townsite. (27) This new road constructed via ‘North Road’ to the water’s edge was
initially passable during the dry weather. However, an editorial in the ‘Mainland
Guardian’ that November complained that the new road was quite impassible during the
wet weather from where it struck-off from ‘North Road’. Wagon wheels sank down to
their hubs causing stage drivers to decline travel over the “road” because of the risk to
their horses and carriages. This resulted in no “communication” with Port Moody. (28)
In January 1883, a newspaper article stated that more than $3,000 had been expended
on ‘North Road’ and claimed “that the money had been little better than thrown away ―
that the road in question was in the wrong place, and, owing to the heavy gradients, can
never be of much real service”. The article further stated “that, after squandering all the
money, the government sent-up a surveyor from Victoria, who has condemned the
present road”. (29)
By January 1884, the condition of North Road had seriously deteriorated as reported in
the ‘Port Moody Gazette’: (30)
“The condition of what is called the North Road has become so outrageously bad, that
the stage proprietors, after great and continued efforts to have some repairs effected,
have decided to withdraw their stages, and will also decline to send out buggies or any
other description of conveyance for passengers.”
– Port Moody Gazette, 12 January 1884.

On Saturday, January 19th, 1884, another article appeared in the ‘Port Moody Gazette’
titled “Stuck in the Mud!”: (31)
“A wagon, loaded with goods for Port Moody, started-out the other day [from New
Westminster] to brave all the adventures on the so-called road to the [C.P.R. railway]
terminus. The driver must have been a brave man, but wanting in that better part of
valour called discretion. By dint of much labour and a liberal use of the whip, he
accomplished about half the distance between ‘Sapperton’ and Clarke’s Road [along
‘North Road’] when the power of horse-flesh was no longer sufficiently potent to move the
wagon and the horses had to be rescued from suffocation in the mud. The cargo was
subsequently carried to its destination piece-meal, the wagon remaining sunk to the
hubs, to be dug-out on some future occasion. Verily, we have a valuable [Provincial]
Government, and one that takes care not to trouble the Mainland with the outlay of any of
its religiously collected taxes.” – Port Moody Gazette, 19 January 1884.
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On February 9th, the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ reported that: (32)
“Mr. W. J. French was over from New Westminster on Monday last, a part of his business
being to procure a site for stables, with the early prospect of running his stage coaches
into this town direct via the new Clarke Road.”
– Port Moody Gazette, February 9th, 1884.

On April 14th, the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ reported the progress in construction: (33)
“The Port Moody Road, about 5 miles, is being pushed forward rapidly by Mr. Joseph
Wise, with nearly 100 men. The first section (Clarke Trail) will be finished tomorrow, and
the other section [North Road] in about two weeks. On the north end of the North Road,
about 2 miles, Mr. Burns has 20 men at work, and expects to finish tomorrow.”
– Port Moody Gazette, April 14th, 1884.

Finally, on May 17th, 1884, the ‘British Columbian’ newspaper reported: (34)
“Mr. S. R. Connor claims the distinction of having driven the first buggy and the first stage
over the Clarke Trail to Port Moody. The road will shortly be opened to public traffic.”
– British Columbian, May 17th, 1884.

______________________________________________________________________
Henry Valentine Edmonds
In early 1881, the first advertisement appeared
in the ‘Mainland Guardian’ promoting the sale
of “Town Lots” at the Burrard Inlet end of North
Road (see adjacent advertisement). (35) The
promoter was Henry Valentine Edmonds
(1837–1897) (36) a New Westminster land
speculator who in 1872 had pre-empted
District Lots 103 and 104 (totalling 258 acres)
on the east side of North Road immediately
south of DL 26, (37) and in 1873 pre-empted DL
102 (91 acres) on the west side of North Road
south of DL 31. (38)

H. V. Edmonds
(NWMA IHP1875)
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John Johnston
Around 1880, John Johnston (1822–1908)
purchased the narrow strip of land (District
Lot 31, 120 acres) located between ‘North
Road’ and the ‘Naval Reserve’ located on
the west side of ‘North Road’. In 1860,
William Holmes (1812–1907) had preempted two parcels of land totalling 108
acres. (6) These parcels later became DL 31
which had frontage on Burrard Inlet and in
June 1881 John Johnston advertised: (39)
“Having established myself at the Port Moody end of
North Road, I am now prepared to ferry passengers
to and from Port Moody. Visitors from New
Westminster desirous of examining this splendid
harbour, The Western Terminus of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, will find a good trail over the North
Road, to my house, distance 4½ miles.”

The reference to “a good trail over the North Road” would have meant a foot-path that
neither a horse-drawn wagon nor horse and buggy could traverse. Johnston’s
advertisements for ferry services continued to be published into 1882.
In October 1882, the following was published in the ‘Mainland Guardian’: (40)
“Tenders will be received by the undersigned until the 14th inst. [October 1882], inclusive,
for the erection of a two-storey hotel on Mr. John Johnston’s property at the end of North
Road, Port Moody. Plans and specifications can be seen, and further information
obtained at my office.” – Henry V. Edmonds, 7 October 1882.

In December 1882, the ‘Mainland Guardian’
reported: “Mr. J. Johnston’s new hotel, for
which Mr. H. Hoy is the contractor, is nearly
ready for the roof.” (41) In April 1883,
Johnston advertised his “Hotel to Let”: (42)
“The commodious new structure known as
‘Johnston’s Hotel’, at the end of the North Road, is
now ready for a tenant. It has a fine bar-room, dining
room, sufficient to seat 40 guests, private diningroom, sitting-room, and twelve bed-rooms. Several
of the latter are large and suitable for two beds.
Kitchens, closets and other conveniences, with
water of the best quality on the premises, and might
be conducted to all parts of the house. The
apartments are all well lighted and lofty.”
“The Hotel is licenced, and the location is the finest
in the district, commanding a splendid prospect of
the Harbor of Port Moody.”
“Stages ply daily between New Westminster and the
Hotel, which is close to the Ferry on Port Moody.”
“Apply to H.V. Edmonds, New Westminster, or to
John Jonston, Port Moody.”
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John Johnston
John Johnston (1822–1908) was born in Slige County, Ireland, in
1822. Johnston emigrated to Canada in 1842 and was one of the first
settlers of Mirris, Ontario, where he farmed for 20 years.
In 1863, Johnston was lured by the ‘Cariboo Gold Rush’ by way of
Panama to British Columbia. He eventually settled at Port Moody and
became a large property owner in that town.
About 1880, John Johnston purchased District Lot 31 (120 acres) on
the west side of North Road from William Holmes (1812–1907), who
had pre-empted the land in 1860; Johnston built a house on the
property.
In June 1881, Johnston began advertising his services to ferry
passengers from the end of North Road around to Port Moody. In
April 1883, Johnston began advertising the ‘Johnston House Hotel’, a
licenced facility and stage coach destination at the end of North Road.

John Johnston
(NWMA 1860)

In April 1897, the ‘Johnston House’ hotel burnt to the ground. The hotel caught fire in the corner of
the roof, probably caused by a spark from a passing locomotive. John Johnston subsequently
moved to New Westminster and purchased the old ‘Orange Hall’, which also was destroyed by the
great fire of 1898. Johnston erected another hall on the same site, living there until his death in
1908.
The accompanying photograph (circa 1903) shows John Johnston in his Orangeman uniform. He
was one of the oldest members of the Orange Association, having been a member for 65 years. He
was one of the founders of the first Orange Lodge in British Columbia.
John Johnston died in New Westminster in 1908 at 86 years of age and was buried in the I.O.O.F.
cemetery (a.k.a. ‘Fraser Cemetery’) in Sapperton, New Westminster. He left a daughter and two
sons as well as many other relatives in New Westminster and Vancouver. His children were Mrs.
William Campbell and William Johnston of Port Moody, and John Johnston of New Westminster.
Sources:
(a) New Westminster Archives, John Johnston Fonds, Record ID 98780.
(b) British Columbia Weekly, February 18th, 1908, page 12.
(c) “Pioneer Passes”, Vancouver Daily World, February 12th, 1908, page 10.
(d) “Pioneer Dies at Royal City”, Vancouver Daily Province, February 12th, 1908, page 1.
(e) “The Aliceville Fire”, Vancouver Daily World, April 30th, 1897, page 4.
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New Westminster Museum and Archives (NWMA IHP0897-09).

‘Johnston’s Hotel’ (a.k.a. ‘Johnston House’) at ‘Aliceville’, circa 1884 ― located on the west side
of North Road (foreground) ― view looking north toward Burrard Inlet (background).
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In late May 1883, the ‘British Columbian’ newspaper provided the following description
of the north end of North Road: (43)
“A horseback ride in early morning over the North Road is at once a means of health and
pleasure. The new robes of springtime enchant the eye, bursting buds and fresh-blown
flowers delight the sense of smell, while rustling leaves and birds of song supply the
needed music. The first building described is Johnston’s Hotel, situated on the western
side of the road, say three chains [200 feet] from the water’s edge. It is a building similar
to the Holbrook House in this city [New Westminster], all spink spank new, without tenant
or christening as yet. Nearer the shore, the proprietor [John Johnston], pioneer settler at
this landing, lives in an unpretentious cabin and keeps a boat livery, which is just the
thing for those who seek to develop muscle by a ‘spin’ upon the ‘vasty deep’. The
opposite side of the road is occupied by Mr. Steele’s store, where a selection of goods is
offered at reasonable prices to all comers, and Bonson’s Hotel [a.k.a. Webster’s Hotel],
the first licensed house in the region. The edifice is sufficiently commodious, has received
a fresh coat of paint, and has stables attached, to the shelter of which I committed my
horse, and, chartering one of Johnston’s boats bent the willing oar for a cruise around the
shores of what is expected to become some day a harbor all astir with foreign shipping.”
– British Columbian, 23 May 1883.

Connecting Road to the Townsite
In July 1883, the ‘British Columbian’ newspaper reported on a connecting road to the
Port Moody townsite via the ‘Canadian Pacific Railway’ (CPR) wharf: (44)
“We are informed that the property owners of Port Moody have determined to build a
road from the end of North Road to the [CPR] railway wharf. The road is to be 18 feet
wide. If the amount subscribed by property-owners were supplemented by a government
grant a first-class road might be built.” – British Columbian, 18 July 1883.

In October 1883, the ‘British Columbian’ newspaper reported on the opening of
‘Johnston’s Hotel’ and the new road being constructed east from North Road: (45)
“The ‘Johnston House’, at the end of North Road, is now open, ‘Bonson’s’ [a.k.a. ‘Port
Moody Hotel’] is being run by Mr. Watkis. The street has been graded two-thirds of the
way from North Road to the [CPR] wharf, and the remaining third is worse than ever...”
– British Columbian, 20 October 1883.

In December 1883, the ‘Mainland Guardian’ reported the impact of heavy rains on travel
over the North Road: (46)
“The unprecedented rainfalls of the past fortnight have rendered travelling throughout the
New Westminster district almost an impossibility... On the North Road — even as to any
portion of it — travelling in wheel-carriages has been difficult and even dangerous...
Then, as the Brunette bridge was carried away by the flood, the stage-coaches had to
make two stages on the route, one on each side of the Brunette; whilst the passengers
were under the necessity of crossing the stream by the primitive means of a single,
unhewn, and by no means large, log … The newly constructed First and Front Streets
[east of North Road] end nowhere — or at the eastern end of the Beavan property
[District Lot 268, not far from the CPR wharf] …”
– Mainland Guardian, 1 December 1883.

In early January 1884, the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ reported on the deplorable condition of
the North Road: (47)
“The condition of what is called the North Road is so outrageously bad, that the stage
proprietors, after great and continued efforts to have some repairs effected, have decided
to withdraw their stages, and will also decline to send out their buggies or any other
description of conveyance for passengers.” – Port Moody Gazette, 12 January 1884.
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By late January 1884, the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ reported on the Port Moody townsite
being cut-off from the outside world: (48)
“It is outrageous how the people of this town are being used about the opening of the
new Clarke Road. For some time past, we have been virtually cut-off from the outside
world. It is true that the stage coaches may, and we believe do, still run to the end of the
North Road; but there is now no ferry boat running from that point up to the town proper.
It is known that there are packages and parcels of goods, at the end of the road, for
people here in town, but they might just as well be at New Westminster. They can only be
conveyed from the North Road by packing; and that, in many instances, is quite
impracticable.” – Port Moody Gazette, 26 January 1884.

In June 1884, the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ reported on the progress regarding the new
connecting road from the North Road: (49)
“Engineer Hill has taken levels and staked-out a new road shortly to be built from the end
of First Street at the western end of the Cooper property [District Lot 203], across said
property to the rear of the [CPR] station house where it will connect with the carriage road
now being built by Mr. Onderdonk from the [CPR] wharf to Queen Street. This road, when
finished, will be a very fine one, with an easy gradient and a solid road-bed, and will
present attractions as a pleasure drive not excelled by any in the neighbourhood.”
– Port Moody Gazette, 7 June 1884.

In July 1884, the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ reported on the progress regarding the new
connecting road from the North Road: (50)
“A contract has just been closed to complete the street extending along the water
frontage [Burrard Inlet] from the end of the North Road to the [CPR] wharf at Port Moody
where a connection will be made with Mr. Onderdonk’s carriage way and the new road
recently constructed by the government, aided by private subscriptions. This will prove a
great boon to the terminal city, as a complete thoroughfare will now exist, giving people
an opportunity to drive all over the townsite and afford a means of conveying building and
other materials from the wharf and the train.” – Port Moody Gazette, 19 July 1884.

Lewis Frances Bonson
On March 27th, 1874, John Alfred Webster (1838–1903) obtained Crown Grant No.1391
for District Lot 26 consisting of 120 acres located on the eastern side of North Road at
Burrard Inlet. (7) Webster was a long-time resident of New Westminster (51) and pursued
business opportunities presented by the rapid development of Port Moody townsite.
In April 1882, the ‘British Columbian’ newspaper reported the start of construction of the
‘Port Moody Hotel’ at the north end of North Road: (52)
“The material for the new hotel was shipped from Mr. Webster’s mill here [New
Westminster] to Port Moody a few days ago. The hotel is to be 36 x 40 feet, two stories
high, and will be placed at the end of the North Road. Mr. Turnbull is the builder, and we
understand that the hotel will be under the management of Mr. L. F. Bonson.”
– British Columbian, 29 April 1882.

By mid-May 1882, the ‘British Columbian’ newspaper announced that the ‘Port Moody
Hotel’ had opened to the public: (53)
“The ‘Port Moody Hotel’ was opened to the public on Friday, and, under Mr. Bonson’s
management, is sure to become a favorite resort.” – British Columbian, 17 May 1882.

Page 12 of 30

Aliceville – New Westminster’s Second Seaside Resort

August 2021

Just 18 months later, in November 1883, a notice was published in the ‘British
Columbian’ which indicated that Bonson was leaving management of ‘Webster’s Hotel’
for a new undertaking: (54)(55)
“The wine and spirit business of the late E. [Ebenezer] Brown having been purchased
from the executors, will be carried on under the management of Mr. L. Bonson by the firm
‘E. Brown & Co.’, New Westminster.” – British Columbian, 3 November 1883.

City of Vancouver Archives (CVA Port P1543).

Lewis Frances Bonson and family, New Westminster, 1870 — left to right:
Robert Bonson, Jemima Bonson, James Alexander Bonson (on mother’s lap),
Marian Bonson, Henry Bonson, Lewis Frances Bonson, and Charles Bonson.
Port Moody Post Office
The first Post Office at Port Moody was established October 1st, 1882, (56) at the north
end of North Road and shortly after, the ‘Mainland Guardian’ reported that Bonson was
appointed as the first ‘Postmaster’: (57)
“A contract has been awarded for carriage of the mail from this city [New Westminster]
every Wednesday and Saturday, Mr. Bonson at Port Moody being appointed
postmaster.” – Mainland Guardian, 4 October 1882.
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Regular mail delivery to the north end of North Road required a scheduled stage coach
service, such as was advertised in the ‘British Columbian’ in early 1883: (58)
“Townsend’s Port Moody Stage – Leaves New Westminster’s Post Office at 9 a.m.
Returning, leaves Bonson’s [a.k.a. ‘Port Moody Hotel’] daily, excepting Sundays. Orders
left at Townsend’s Butcher Shop will be attended to promptly.”
– British Columbian, 28 March 1883.

By the end of May 1883, the ‘British Columbian’ newspaper complained that the location
of the post office at the end of North Road was no longer a suitable location: (59)
“Port Moody Post Office – Numerous complaints are made about the location of this
office. It is at Bonson’s Hotel [a.k.a. ‘Port Moody Hotel’] about two miles away from the
‘city’, where nearly all the Port Moody people live. This is very inconvenient, and we think
the post office authorities should make a change. There are some very respectable
storekeepers beyond [east of] the [CPR] station where the office should undoubtably be
located. We are not sure that a hotel is the proper place for a post office anyway. Mr.
Bonson may keep a most respectable house for anything we know to the contrary, but
very few people care to send their children for letters to a hotel. When the office was first
established it is quite possible there may have been no other place available, but things
are different now.” – British Columbian, 30 May 1883.

In January 1884, the ‘British Columbian’ newspaper continued to complain about the
location of the Port Moody post office at the north end of North Road: (60)
“We have several times referred to the absurdity of allowing the Port Moody post office to
remain where it is, nearly two miles away from the settled part of town. The people have
for nearly a year been earnestly asking for a change, but without result. The mail route is
also very badly arranged. The mail leaves this city [New Westminster] every Wednesday
and Saturday morning, returning in the afternoon. By this arrangement, letters coming
from Port Moody for places beyond the city must be detained here from 3 to 4 days. The
mail should leave Port Moody on Tuesday and Friday afternoon so as to connect with the
mail steamer here on the following days. It is surely time that this very serious grievance
was adjusted.” – British Columbian, 26 January 1884.

Action from the Postal Department was announced by the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ that
Spring: (61)
“W.B. Fletcher, Esq., P.O. Inspector, was in Port Moody on Tuesday last, for the purpose
of looking into the advisability of making a change in location of our post office. We
understand his report to the Department will be favourable to a change being made, and
before many weeks we can expect relief from the present highly unsatisfactory state of
affairs. As to who will get the appointment, or where the office will be located, nothing
definite can be said, but we believe the convenience of the majority will be consulted.”
– Port Moody Gazette, 12 April 1884.

It is important to remember, however, that reliable stage coach service to the Port
Moody townsite was, for all intents, intermittent to non-existent until the Clarke Road
was finally completed in May 1884.
Mr. D. B. Grant, supplier of “general merchandise”, was appointed as Postmaster
effective July 1st, 1884, and the new Post Office was located in his ‘Pioneer Store’ on
‘Queen Street’ immediately south of the ‘Caledonia Hotel’ (see below photograph of the
Port Moody townsite). Grant served as postmaster until October 8th, 1887, after which
the position was transferred to Joseph Tays effective October 1st, 1887. (56)
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Lewis Francis Bonson
Lewis Francis Bonson, RE (1831–1917) has many claims to honour
and distinction, as a veteran of the Crimean war, as a distinguished
member of the English Corps of Royal Engineers and as a pioneer of
British Columbia.
Lewis Bonson was born in Peeblesshire, Scotland, on the Tweed
River, May 10th, 1831, the son of Henry and Marion Bonson, both of
whom were from old Scotch families, his father having been for many
years in the employ of Sir Thomas Gibson Carmichael, owner of
Castle Craig. Lewis Bonson acquired his education in the public
schools of Kirkurd and at the age of fifteen entered apprenticeship to
the joiner’s and wheelwright’s trade.
Having completed his apprenticeship, Bonson went to Edinburgh in
1849 where he worked as a joiner until 1851, then he went to London,
Lewis F. Bonson
remaining in that city for three years. In 1854, he joined the Corps of
(NWMA IPH2367)
Royal Engineers at Woolwich, thus beginning a connection which
brought him success and distinction in later years. After a short time
in Chatham, Bonson was sent to the Crimean war in 1855, serving until peace was declared in
1856 when he was transferred to the garrison of Gibraltar for five months. At the end of that time,
he returned to England and two months later was detailed for special service in Central America.
In 1858, Bonson spent three months in England and then started for British Columbia by way of the
Isthmus of Panama and up the Pacific Coast. He brought with him a party of Royal Engineers to
build and prepare the barracks and quarters for the detachment of engineers who were following by
way of Cape Horn and who arrived in British Columbia in 1859.
Bonson continued in the service of the Royal Engineers until 1863, achieving a position of honour
and distinction due to his ability and comprehensive knowledge of the engineering profession.
Before his honourable discharge from the Royal Engineers in 1863, Bonson was involved in a
variety of the Royal Engineers’ activities in British Columbia including the San Juan conflict (1859)
and the building of the Hope-Similkameen wagon road (1860).
In 1863, Bonson began his private life in New Westminster. He was involved in contracting and
building in New Westminster until he was appointed Road Superintendent for the provincial
government from 1876 to 1880. From 1880 until 1905, Bonson was involved in a number of
activities including a liquor business and farming in Heutsey, nine miles from New Westminster.
In 1877, Bonson briefly served as a New Westminster City councillor and took a great interest in the
advancement and growth of the community. During his time in New Westminster, Bonson served in
the local militia, where he was appointed lieutenant in 1877. In 1905, Bonson sold his farm and
retired to New Westminster where he died in 1917.
On the 12th of July, 1858, Bonson married Miss Jemima Urquhart (1831–1915), a native of
Cromarty, Ross-shire, Scotland, and they became the parents of six children: Marion; Robert;
Henry, who passed away; Charles; James; and Nellie.
Sources:
(a) New Westminster Archives, Lewis Francis Bonson Fonds, Record ID 29540.
(b) “British Columbia from the Earliest Times to the Present”, Vol. 4, The S. J. Clarke Publishing
Company, Vancouver, 1914, pages 10–12.
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John Alfred Webster
By the end of 1883, W. B. Townsend was
still advertising his ‘Port Moody Stage Line’
operating between the New Westminster
post office and ‘Bonson’s Hotel’ (a.k.a. ‘Port
Moody Hotel’) at the north end of North
Road. (62) In addition, a new advertisement
appeared in the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ for
the ‘Port Moody Ferry’ now operated by
Patrick McDonald from North Road to the
‘Caledonia Hotel’ pier at Queen Street. (63)
In March 1884, Samuel Cormier began to
advertise ferry services from North Road to
the Port Moody townsite, (64) but those
advertisements came to an end in July.
However, a new format advertisement for
the ‘Port Moody Hotel’ also appeared in the
December 1883 issue ‘Port Moody Gazette’
with the notation “Late Bonson’s”. (65) These
advertisements continued until June 1884
when a short note appeared in the ‘Port
Moody Gazette’ advising that Mr. Watkis
was “on the sick list”. (66) This was followed
by the following article in July: (67)
“The furniture and fixtures in the Port Moody Hotel,
(late Bonson’s) have been seized for rent and will be
sold by public auction on Monday next, at 10:00 a.m.
We understand that Mr. Watkis has been adjudged
insane by the proper authorities, and will be confined
in the asylum.”
– Port Moody Gazette, 19 July 1884.

In October 1884, the ‘British Columbian’
newspaper reported that Mr. Watkis had
died in New Westminster. (68)
In early 1884, John Webster proceeded to clear his property which prompted the
following commentary by the ‘Port Moody Gazette’: (69)
“One result of the ‘slashing’ recently done, on the Webster [DL 26] and Beavan [DL 268]
properties, and which will be highly gratifying to at least every tourist, is that, from every
part of the newly opened First and Front Streets, there is afforded an unobstructed view
of the beautiful harbor of Port Moody, with its backing of picturesque and snow-clad
mountains; and of the whole sweep of Burrard Inlet, with the many wooded promontories
which jut into it as far down as Moodyville [North Vancouver]. As there is now an early
prospect of Front Street being opened-up to the [CPR] Railway Wharf, this part of the
shore of Port Moody will hereafter become much more a source of interest than it has
been.” – Port Moody Gazette, 23 February 1884.
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In July 1884, the Port Moody Gazette’ reported that: (70)
“A small floating wharf is being built at the north end of the North Road.”
– Port Moody Gazette, 26 July 1884.

In August 1884, the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ reported on bush fires that started on
Webster’s property and burned toward the townsite: (71)
“On Saturday last, a fire started in the ‘slashing’ on Webster’s property [DL 26], adjoining
the North Road, and the easterly breeze caused it to spread with great rapidity. By
Monday afternoon it had reached Capt. Clarke’s [DL 202] western line, and came rushing
down the hillside [toward the townsite] like a mountain torrent, having crossed the
Webster [DL 26], Beavan & Wilson [DL 268], Edmonds [DL 103], Cooper [DL 203], and a
portion of the Clarke [DL 202] properties in its course. The crash of falling trees was
occasionally heard above the roar of the flames, while the dense smoke made breathing
uncomfortable and almost obscured the sun.” – Port Moody Gazette, 9 August 1884.

Also in August 1884, the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ reported that Webster was renovating
the ‘Port Moody Hotel: (72)
“We understand that Mr. Webster will renovate, with paint and kalsomine [a kind of white
or pale blue wash for walls and ceilings], the ‘Port Moody Hotel’ at the end of the North
Road.” – Port Moody Gazette, 2 August 1884.

In late August 1884, the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ described a large boating picnic to the
north end of North Road: (73)
“Twelve boat loads of ‘Port Moodians’ spent the day at a shady nook in the narrows
below Bonson’s on Tuesday last [located on the east side of North Road at Burrard Inlet].
It was the largest and most successful picnic ever held in this city [Port Moody], and
everyone present contributed their quota toward the day’s enjoyment. The ride home in
the cool of the evening was very pleasant, and the flotilla of twelve boats loaded with
excursionists gave the bay a very animated appearance. The ample provision of good
things to eat and drink provided by the ladies, left nothing to be desired, and the
occasional tune from Sam Cormier’s violin gave variety to the entertainment. The days
proceedings closed with a social dance at Capt. Clarke’s residence, which was kept-up
until “the wee sma’ hours ayont the twal”, and was enjoyed by a large number of both
sexes. Mrs. Clarke, Mrs. J. S. Fraser and Mrs. Norman Fraser are entitled to the honour
of getting-up the picnic, and its primary object was to furnish a good time to all and to
promote that good fellowship and sociability for which the Port Moody people are already
noted.” – Port Moody Gazette, 23 August 1884.

In September 1884, the ‘Port Moody Gazette’ noted that Webster had taken-up summer
residence at the north end of North Road: (74)
“Mr. J. A. Webster, who is now occupying summer residence at the old Bonson’s hotel at
the end of the North Road, has had built nearby a convenient floating wharf which is used
for bathing purposes and for the anchorage of small boats. The North Road is a delightful
place to live — when it don’t rain, and it rains all the time now.”
– Port Moody Gazette, 6 September 1884.
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John Alfred Webster
John Alfred Webster (1838–1903) was born in Wellingborough,
Northamptonshire, England, on September 9th, 1838. He came to
British Columbia in 1861, landing in Victoria, but moved to New
Westminster soon afterwards.
Webster was a constant resident of New Westminster for over 41
years, was one of New Westminster’s most enterprising citizens and
was a large land-owner in and around New Westminster. He also
owned property in ‘Gastown’ when Gassy Jack was still pouring
drinks. ‘Webster's Mews’ was named after John Webster.
He was a merchant in the early days and later started a sawmill
business. The destruction of his first sawmill by fire caused Webster
to open a new sawmill on the site later occupied by ‘Royal City Mills’.
John Webster was a director of the ‘Canada Southern Railway’ and
was one or the original promoters and directors or the ‘Westminster
and Vancouver Tramway Company’ (a.k.a. ‘Central Park’ tramline)
which was subsequently absorbed by the ‘British Columbia Electric
Railway Company’. He was also a director of the ‘Westminster Slate
Company’ which did a large trade in the boom days.

John Alfred Webster
(NWMA IHP2552)

On March 27th, 1874, John Webster received a Crown Land grant of
120 acres (District Lot 26) on the eastern side of the north end of
North Road.
John Webster and his wife Martha Wilhelmina Webster (née Kemp),
1835–1902, had two sons and two daughters: Mr. J. K. Webster of
Memphis, Tennessee; Mr. A. H. Webster and Mrs. H. T. Tovey of
Jardine, Montana; and Mrs. E. A. Jenns of Vancouver. Mrs. H. V.
Edmunds and Mrs. (Dr.) Black of Vancouver were John Webster’s
sisters-in-law. George C. Webster, formerly customs landing waiter at
Vancouver, was John Webster’s brother.
Martha Webster

Sources:
(a) New Westminster Archives, John Alfred Webster Fonds, Record
IDs 39236 and 39237.

(NWMA IHP2553)

(b) “Obituary – John Alfred Webster”, Vancouver Daily World, March
10th, 1903, page 5.
(c) “The Death of J. A. Webster”, Vancouver Province, March 10th,
1903, page 1.
(d) George Green, “Aliceville Now B.C. Deserted Village”, Vancouver
Province, Magazine Section, March 4th, 1944, Page 6.
(e) “Aliceville”, Port Moody Heritage Society Newsletter, Nov. 1990.
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Aliceville (75)
When ‘New Westminster’ was young, three Irish girls — the Kemp sisters — arrived
from the vicinity of Cork, Ireland. They married three of New Westminster’s young men,
one of them an Englishman, one a Scotsman and one an Irishman. June Fortune Kemp
(1838–1906) married Henry Valentine Edmonds (1837–1897), a native of Dublin; her
sister, Martha Wilhelmina Kemp (1835–1902), married John Alfred Webster (1838–
1903), an Englishman; and Elizabeth Kathleen Kemp (1844–1912) married Dr. A. S. W.
Black, M.D., who came from Bo’ness in Scotland.
The three families constituted a good share of the prominent people in society of young
New Westminster. Dr. Black was a particularly gifted man, a prominent and successful
physician, and a genial and brilliant entertainer, popular and highly respected.
Unfortunately, Dr. Black was killed during a riding accident on March 25th, 1871.
John Webster’s property on the eastern side of the North Road
beside Burrard Inlet was a beauty spot. Giant maples threw a
delightful shade over a wide green sward, and the fresh tang of
the evergreen forest which hemmed in the open clearing at the
end of the road mingled with the salt sea breezes which swept
up from the ocean.
On the west side of North Road, John Johnston built a hotel in
1882. That same year, Webster also built a hotel to house his
guests. Families came to spend months at a time, guests at
either of the up-to-date hotels or to camp in the individual
cabins along the shore. The sisters and their families of young
children were frequent visitors and Webster’s daughter, Miss
Alice May Webster (b.1870), was the belle of the place.

Alice May Jennings
(née Webster), 1891
(RBCMA A-08076)

In the early 1880s, Canada’s transcontinental railway was
under construction and Sir Charles Tupper, Minister of Railways, told the ‘House of
Commons’ that Port Moody was to remain the Pacific terminus. Webster sold his
holdings at ‘Granville’ and bought heavily at ‘Port Moody’.
But in 1884, the railway made a deal with British Columbia’s Premier Smythe for
terminal facilities at ‘Coal Harbour’. Webster obtained an injunction forbidding the
extension, but his opponents were too powerful and soon the injunction was dissolved
by the same court which had granted it. In May 1887, the first transcontinental train
passed the pleasant homelike summer camp on its way to ‘Vancouver’. For some years
the camp continued with these three families and their friends, together with those of
Mrs. Johnston, to enjoy their outings.
Mrs. Webster decided that a railway station was desirable for the yet unnamed spot. Mr.
Webster, along with his younger daughter, called on his old acquaintance, H.H. Abbott,
the railway superintendent. He agreed that while local traffic might not warrant the
stopping of the transcontinental express, a flag station was not out of place.
“Have you any preference as to the name?” “Call it after this young lady, my daughter
Alice.” And so, it became ‘Aliceville’.
Page 19 of 30

Aliceville – New Westminster’s Second Seaside Resort

August 2021

Royal British Columbia Museum and Archives (RBCMA B-00493).

‘Webster’s Hotel’ (a.k.a. ‘Port Moody Hotel’) at ‘Aliceville’, 1887 ― located on the
east side of North Road ― view looking north toward Burrard Inlet (background).
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City of Coquitlam Archives (COQ C6.908).

Intersection of ‘North Road’ and ‘Barnet Road’, looking west, circa 1912.
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Royal British Columbia Museum and Archives (RBCMA A-04595), photograph by Richard Maynard.

Port Moody and Westminster Road (a.k.a. ‘North Road’), circa 1885 ―
note the telegraph line that was erected along the road in early 1884.

About the Author:
Ralph Drew is a local historian and self-publishing author who lives in the Tri-Cities community
of Belcarra. In 2014, Ralph was awarded first prize in the B.C. Historical Federation annual
book competition, receiving the Lieutenant-Governor's Gold Medal for historical writing for his
self-published history, Forest & Fjord: The History of Belcarra. In 2016, Ralph was awarded
second prize in the B.C. Historical Federation annual book competition for his book titled:
Ferries & Fjord: The History of Indian Arm. In 2017, Ralph published his third book titled:
Townsite Tales: The History of Ioco. Ralph’s fourth and most recent book was published in
October 2018, titled: Coquitlam Chronicles: Historical Crossroads on the Fraser River.

Page 22 of 30

Aliceville – New Westminster’s Second Seaside Resort

August 2021

References:
(1)

Thomas R. Weir, 1945, “Early Trails of Burrard Peninsula”, B.C. Historical Quarterly, Vol. 9, No. 4,
October, 1945, pages 273‒275.

(2)

F.W. Howay, 1910, “The Work of the Royal Engineers in British Columbia, 1858 to 1863”, Printed
by Richard Wolfenden, Victoria, B.C., page 7.

(3)

“The ‘Titus Trail’ from Queenborough to Burrard Inlet”, Ralph Drew, Belcarra, B.C., January 2021.

(4)

“Burrard Inlet Becoming A Resort”, British Columbian, April 4th, 1861, page 4.

(5)

“The Burrard Inlet Trail Company, 1859‒1860”, Opposite the City, March 6th, 2017.

(6)

F.W. Laing, “North Road Crown Land Pre-emptions”, Vancouver Sun, February 11th, 1939, p. 37.

(7)

Crown Grant No. 1391 dated 27 March 1874, John Alfred Webster, District Lot 26, Group 1, New
Westminster District.

(8)

Certificate of Title, William Holmes, Burnaby Village Museum, Accession Code: BV997.50.6,
1997_0050_0006_001.

(9)

Major J.S. Matthews, Early Vancouver, Vol. 3, 1935, City of Vancouver Archives, Conversation with
John Murray of Port Moody, son of Lance-Corporal John Murray, RE, July 12th, 1934.

(10) George Green, “B.C. Had Road Troubles Before There Was A Vancouver”, Vancouver Daily
Province, Saturday Magazine, March 29th, 1941, page 3.
(11) F.W. Howay, 1937, “Early Settlement on Burrard Inlet”, British Columbia Historical Quarterly, Vol. 1,
No. 2, April 1937, page 104.
(12) “Burrard Inlet”, British Columbian, August 12th, 1865, page 3.
(13) “Mr. History, Green Dies In Burnaby”, Vancouver Province, June 4th, 1955, page 41.
(14) George Green, 1947, “History of Burnaby and Vicinity”, Shoemaker, McLean & Veitch Ltd., North
Vancouver, B.C., pages 60–62; UBC Library, Special Collections, Identifier: FC3849.B87 G74
1947, I-1867-III-1607.
(15) D.M. (Dorothea) Norton, 1978, “Early History of Port Moody”, Hancock House Publishers, Surrey,
B.C., page 59.
(16) “Port Moody Town Lots For Sale”, Mainland Guardian, August 13th, 1879, page 3.
(17) “Port Moody Town Lots For Sale”, Mainland Guardian, January 3rd, 1880, page 1.
(18) “A Road to Port Moody”, Mainland Guardian, January 15th, 1881, page 4.
(19) “Wagon Road”, British Colonist, February 8th, 1881, page 2.
(20) “Port Moody”, Mainland Guardian, December 10th, 1881, page 3.
(21) “Road To Port Moody”, British Columbian, Saturday, March 25th, 1882, page 3.
(22) “The Road To Port Moody”, Mainland Guardian, May 6th, 1882, page 2.
(23)

“Communication With Port Moody”, British Columbian, May 17th, 1882, page 3.

(24)

“Port Moody Road”, British Columbian, May 20th, 1882, page 3.

(25)

“Port Moody Road”, British Columbian, June 14th, 1882, page 3.

(26)

“To Port Moody”, British Columbian, July 29th, 1882, page 3.

(27)

“Port Moody Road”, Mainland Guardian, September 30th, 1882, page 3.

(28)

“The Port Moody Road”, Mainland Guardian, November 8th, 1882, page 2.

(29)

“North Road To Port Moody”, British Colonist, January 4th, 1883, page 2.

(30) “The Port Moody Road”, Port Moody Gazette, Saturday, January 12th, 1884, page 3.
(31) “Stuck in the Mud!”, Port Moody Gazette, Saturday, January 19th, 1884, page 3.
(32) “Site For Stables”, Port Moody Gazette, Saturday, February 9th, 1884, page 3.
(33) “The New Road”, Port Moody Gazette, Saturday, April 12th, 1884, page 3.
(34) “First Stage Over Clarke Trail”, British Columbian, Saturday, May 17th, 1884, page 3.
(35) “For Sale – Town Lots at Port Moody”, Mainland Guardian, April 2nd, 1881, page 4.
(36) Robert A.J. McDonald, “Biography – Henry Valentine Edmonds”, Dictionary of Canadian Biography,
Volume XII (1891-1900).
Page 23 of 30

Aliceville – New Westminster’s Second Seaside Resort

August 2021

(37) Crown Grant No. 1265 dated 15 January 1872, Henry Valentine Edmonds, District Lots 103 and
104, Group 1, New Westminster District.
(38) Crown Grant No. 1363 dated 10 April 1873, Henry Valentine Edmonds, District Lot 102, Group 1,
New Westminster District.
(39) “Port Moody Ferry”, Mainland Guardian, June 25th, 1881, page 3.
(40) “Tenders”, Mainland Guardian, October 7th, 1882, page 3.
(41) “Port Moody”, Mainland Guardian, December 9th, 1882, page 4.
(42) “Hotel to Let at Port Moody”, Mainland Guardian, April 4th, 1883, page 2.
(43) “Present Condition of the Terminus City”, British Columbian, May 23rd, 1883, page 3.
(44) “A road from the end of North Road”, British Columbian, July 18th, 1883, page 3.
(45) “From Port Moody”, British Columbian, October 20th, 1883, page 3.
(46) “Port Moody”, Mainland Guardian, December 12th, 1883, page 3.
(47) “Editorial Notes”, Port Moody Gazette, January 12th, 1884, page 2.
(48) “Home Locals”, Port Moody Gazette, January 26th, 1884, page 3.
(49) “A New Road”, Port Moody Gazette, June 7th, 1884, page 3.
(50) “Improvement at Port Moody”, Port Moody Gazette, July 19th, 1884, page 3.
(51) “The Death of J. A. Webster”, Vancouver Daily Province, March 10th, 1903, page 1.
(52) “Port Moody Hotel”, British Columbian, April 29th, 1882, page 3.
(53) “Port Moody Hotel”, British Columbian, May 17th, 1882, page 3.
(54) “Notice – Under New Management”, British Columbian, November 3rd, 1883, page 2.
(55) “Notice – Transfer of Licence”, British Columbian, November 24th, 1883, page 3.
(56) “Port Moody Post Office”, Library and Archives Canada, Post Offices and Postmasters Database,
Item 19799.
(57) “Mail To Port Moody”, Mainland Guardian, October 4th, 1882, page 2.
(58) “Townsend’s Port Moody Stage”, British Columbian, March 28th, 1883, page 2.
(59) “Port Moody Post Office”, British Columbian, May 30th, 1883, page 3.
(60) “Port Moody Post Office”, British Columbian, January 26th, 1884, page 3.
(61) “The Post Office”, Port Moody Gazette, April 12th, 1884, page 3.
(62) “Port Moody Stage Line”, Mainland Guardian, December 1st, 1883, page 3.
(63) “Port Moody Ferry – Patrick McDonald”, Port Moody Gazette, December 22nd, 1883, page 1.
(64) “Port Moody Ferry – Samuel Cormier”, Port Moody Gazette, March 15th, 1884, page 3.
(65) “Port Moody Hotel”, Port Moody Gazette, December 22nd, 1883, page 4.
(66) “Brevities – Mr. J. Watkys [sic.]”, Port Moody Gazette, June 7th, 1884, page 3.
(67) “Port Moody Hotel”, Port Moody Gazette, July 19th, 1884, page 3.
(68) “Mr. Watkis has died at New Westminster”, British Columbian, October 18th, 1884, page 3.
(69) “Home Locals”, Port Moody Gazette, February 23rd, 1884, page 2.
(70) “Local Brevities”, Port Moody Gazette, July 26th, 1884, page 3.
(71) “Bush Fires”, Port Moody Gazette, August 9th, 1884, page 4.
(72) “Port Moody Hotel”, Port Moody Gazette, August 2nd, 1884, page 3.
(73) “The Picnic”, Port Moody Gazette, August 23rd, 1884, page 3.
(74) “Mr. J. A. Webster”, Port Moody Gazette, September 6th, 1884, page 3.
(75) George Green, “Aliceville Now B.C. Deserted Village”, Vancouver Province, Magazine Section,
March 4th, 1944, page 6.

Page 24 of 30

Aliceville – New Westminster’s Second Seaside Resort

August 2021

Source: Land Title and Survey Authority (LTSA LSV 3T1 New Westminster, ID Number 103648).

Survey plan annotated by Ralph Drew.

1875 Crown Grant survey plan showing the shore of Burrard Inlet between
the C.P.R. wharf at Port Moody (left) and ‘North Road’ (right).
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Source: City of Vancouver Archives (CVA Map 108), size approximately 137 x 182 cm.

Plan annotated by Ralph Drew.

Portion of the 1884 plan showing the ‘Aliceville Subdivision’ with First and Front Streets
along Burrard Inlet ― plan prepared for ‘Weeks & Foster’, Real Estate Agents.
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Source: City of Vancouver Archives (CVA Map 316).

Map annotated by Major J.S. Matthews, Archivist, City of Vancouver.

1884 ‘Port Moody Townsite’ subdivision map prepared by several real estate firms.
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Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC NMC-98468), published by Woods & Turner, Civil Engineers, New Westminster, B.C.

Map annotated by Ralph Drew.

‘Port Moody’ portion of the 1882 ‘Woods & Turner’ map of ‘New Westminster District’ ―
note the future ‘Port Moody Townsite’ (blue-shaded area) is not yet subdivided.
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City of Vancouver Archives (CVA Out P30); photograph by John Wren, New Westminster.

Photograph annotated by Major J.S. Matthews, Archivist, City of Vancouver.

Port Moody, 1883 — (1) Fraser Brothers Hall; (2) Lamont’s Restaurant; (3) Unknown; (4) Sandy Annard; (5) Queen
Street Crossing; (6) Creek & Trestle; (7) CPR Building; (8) Clarke’s Boundary; (9) Elgin House; (10) Tay’s Store,
Jail Behind; (11) D.B. Grant’s, First Post Office; (12) Caledonia Hotel; (13) Eckstein’s; (14) Caledonia Hotel Stable;
(15) John Murray, Butcher; (16) Chinese Shacks; (17) Railway Wharf; (18) Railway Station; (19) Float Ice.
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Source: City of Vancouver Archives (CVA Map 1184), 45 x 97 cm, published by Rand Bros. Real Estate Brokers, Vancouver, B.C.

Map annotated by Ralph Drew.

‘Port Moody’ portion of the 1886 ‘Rand Bros.’ map of ‘New Westminster District’ ―
note the ‘Port Moody Townsite’ (blue-shaded area) and the road along Burrard Inlet
connecting the ‘North Road’ with the C.P.R. wharf on ‘Port Moody Harbour’.
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