Stories From The Archives —
“The Proposed Road to Indian River”

Researched By: Ralph Drew, Belcarra, BC, September 2025.

Prior to ‘World War One’, the Provincial government had plans to construct a six-foot (2 m) wide
trail from the northern boundary of the ‘District of North Vancouver (see map below) to the
mouth of Indian River, at Wigwam Inn, along the west shore of the North Arm (a.k.a. ‘Indian
Arm’). However, that project only got as far as the planning stage.

In July 1912, it was reported that the ‘District of North Vancouver’ was making rapid progress on
surveying the ‘North Arm Road’ (a.k.a. ‘Indian River Drive’) from Keith Road (today known as
‘Mount Seymour Parkway’) and the engineers had reached the last district lot at the north end of
the municipality () (see map © below). It was anticipated that the 10-mile (16 km) road would
prove a great boon to mineral exploration along the North Arm section of the district and would
also prove a scenic settlement road second to none in the country.

In 1912, the District of North Vancouver’ constructed the municipal wharf at ‘Woodlands’ 4 and,
in 1914, ‘Indian River Drive’ was constructed as far as ‘Woodlands’. ®® However, most
‘Woodlands’ residents depended heavily on the passenger ferry services of ‘Harbour
Navigation Company’ for transportation, mail services and groceries. A pathway was
kept between North and South ‘Woodlands’ so that the residents north of the wharf
could pick-up their mail and fresh milk. ©)

In 1916, the Provincial government built a six-foot (2 m) wide trail from the mouth of the Indian
River, at Wigwam Inn, to the summit of the divide, a distance of about 16 miles (about 25 km).
(@ The objective was to make a trail of sufficient width to accommodate the transportation of
supplies and mining machinery by means of sledges, and thereby reduce the cost of
transporting supplies and other necessities for mineral exploration. ©®)10(") This trail connected
with the trail put through from Squamish to the mineral claims located about mid-way between
Squamish and the head of Indian Arm. (*2(13) With the two trails linked-up, access was created
from the mouth of Indian River to Squamish making a large mineral area accessible to
prospecting and practicable development.
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1913 Map of the proposed road to Indian River. ®




